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Spanish Mendicants, 1896 (reworked 1906)

National Academy Museum, New York

Â Oil on canvas, 48 x 36 1/8 
inches

Â When Spanish Mendicants
was exhibited in February
1907 at Luisôssolo show at
the New York School of Art, a
New York Times critic noted,
ñTheMendicants, an old
Spanish gypsy kneeling with a
nude gypsy boy standing
beside himérepresents a
canvas that a member
contributes when he is
elected (to the National
Academy). It is a bit classic in
composition and makes one
think of nude Bacchus in the
group of drinkers by
Velazquez.ò



Salomê, 1899

Private Collection

Â Oil on canvas 72 x 36 

inches

Â Luis considered it his first

masterpiece and it certainly

was. As soon as Luis

returned to New York in

1896 he began experi-

menting with Velazquezôs

techniques. This great

Spanish master of the

Baroque period had not

only perfected his own

technique of chiaroscuro,

but had also plumbed the

psychological depths of his

subjects. It is in this spirit

that Luis created his

compelling portrait, Salomê,

in 1899.


